
Zafgen Set to Join Russell 3000® Index

June 25, 2018

BOSTON, June 25, 2018 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- Zafgen, Inc., (Nasdaq:ZFGN), a clinical-stage biopharmaceutical company leveraging its

proprietary MetAP2 biology platform to develop novel therapies for patients affected by complex metabolic diseases, is set to join the Russell 3000®

Index at the conclusion of the Russell US Indexes annual reconstitution, effective after the US market opens on June 25, 2018.

Annual Russell US Indexes reconstitution captures the 4,000 largest US stocks as of May 11, 2018 ranking them by total market capitalization.

Membership in the Russell 3000® Index, which remains in place for one year, means automatic inclusion in the large-cap Russell 1000® Index or

small-cap Russell 2000® Index as well as the appropriate growth and value style indexes. FTSE Russell determines membership for its Russell US
Indexes primarily by objective, market-capitalization rankings and style attributes.

“We are pleased to be added to the Russell 3000 Index, which we believe reflects the significant progress that Zafgen has made this year,” said Jeffrey
Hatfield, Chief Executive Officer of Zafgen, Inc. “We expect this to continue as we advance our three promising MetAP2 inhibitor programs through
upcoming value-creating milestones.”

Russell US Indexes are widely used by investment managers and institutional investors as the basis for index funds and as benchmarks for active
investment strategies. Approximately $9 trillion in assets are benchmarked against Russell US Indexes. Russell US Indexes are part of FTSE Russell,
a leading global index provider.

For more information on the Russell 3000® Index and the Russell US Indexes reconstitution, go to the “Russell Reconstitution” section on the FTSE
Russell website.

About Zafgen
Zafgen (Nasdaq:ZFGN) is a clinical-stage biopharmaceutical company leveraging its proprietary MetAP2 biology platform to develop novel therapies
for patients affected by complex metabolic diseases. Zafgen has pioneered the study of MetAP2 inhibitors in both common and rare metabolic
disorders and is currently advancing programs for type 2 diabetes, Prader-Willi syndrome and liver diseases. The Company’s lead product candidate,
ZGN-1061, a MetAP2 inhibitor for difficult-to-control type 2 diabetes, has successfully completed a Phase 2 clinical trial. Learn more at
www.zafgen.com.

About FTSE Russell
FTSE Russell is a leading global index provider creating and managing a wide range of indexes, data and analytic solutions to meet client needs
across asset classes, style and strategies. Covering 98% of the investable market, FTSE Russell indexes offer a true picture of global markets,
combined with the specialist knowledge gained from developing local benchmarks around the world.

FTSE Russell index expertise and products are used extensively by institutional and retail investors globally. Approximately $16.2 trillion is currently
benchmarked to FTSE Russell indexes. For over 30 years, leading asset owners, asset managers, ETF providers and investment banks have chosen
FTSE Russell indexes to benchmark their investment performance and create investment funds, ETFs, structured products and index-based
derivatives. FTSE Russell indexes also provide clients with tools for asset allocation, investment strategy analysis and risk management.

A core set of universal principles guides FTSE Russell index design and management: a transparent rules-based methodology is informed by
independent committees of leading market participants. FTSE Russell is focused on index innovation and customer partnership applying the highest
industry standards and embracing the IOSCO Principles. FTSE Russell is wholly owned by London Stock Exchange Group.

For more information, visit www.ftserussell.com.

Safe Harbor Statement
Various statements in this release concerning Zafgen’s future expectations, plans and prospects, including without limitation, Zafgen’s expectations
regarding the use of ZGN-1258, ZGN-1061 and other second-generation MetAP2 inhibitors as treatments for metabolic diseases including
Prader-Willi syndrome, type 2 diabetes, liver diseases and obesity and Zafgen’s expectations with respect to the timing and success of its nonclinical
studies and clinical trials of ZGN-1258, ZGN-1061 and its other product candidates, may constitute forward-looking statements for the purposes of the
safe harbor provisions under The Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995 and other federal securities laws. Forward-looking statements can
be identified by terminology such as “anticipate,” “believe,” “could,” “could increase the likelihood,” “estimate,” “expect,” “intend,” “is planned,” “may,”
“should,” “will,” “will enable,” “would be expected,” “look forward,” “may provide,” “would” or similar terms, variations of such terms or the negative of
those terms. Actual results may differ materially from those indicated by these forward-looking statements as a result of various important factors,

including, without limitation, Zafgen’s ability to continue to meet eligibility requirements of the Russell 3000 ® Index, Zafgen’s ability to successfully
demonstrate the efficacy and safety of ZGN-1258, ZGN-1061 and its other product candidates and to differentiate ZGN-1258, ZGN-1061 and its other
product candidates from first generation MetAP2 inhibitors, such as beloranib, the nonclinical and clinical results for ZGN-1258, ZGN-1061 and its
other product candidates, which may not support further development and marketing approval, actions of regulatory agencies, which may affect the
initiation, timing and progress of nonclinical studies and clinical trials of its product candidates, Zafgen’s ability to obtain, maintain and protect its
intellectual property, Zafgen’s ability to enforce its patents against infringers and defend its patent portfolio against challenges from third parties,
competition from others developing products for similar uses, Zafgen’s ability to manage operating expenses, Zafgen’s ability to obtain additional
funding to support its business activities and establish and maintain strategic business alliances and new business initiatives when needed, Zafgen’s
dependence on third parties for development, manufacture, marketing, sales and distribution of product candidates, and unexpected expenditures, as
well as those risks more fully discussed in the section entitled “Risk Factors” in Zafgen’s most recent Annual Report on Form 10-K filed with the
Securities and Exchange Commission, as well as discussions of potential risks, uncertainties, and other important factors in Zafgen’s subsequent
filings, including without limitation Zafgen’s Quarterly Reports on Form 10-Q, with the Securities and Exchange Commission. In addition, any forward-
looking statements represent Zafgen’s views only as of today and should not be relied upon as representing its views as of any subsequent date.
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Zafgen explicitly disclaims any obligation to update any forward-looking statements, whether as a result of new information, future events or otherwise.
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